New Collectables

The Adventures of Julius Chancer ‘g‘
Jonathan Scott talks to Garen Ewing 5
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ften in this column we feature T I I VYV & B Y\%T I}

budding authors who self publish l ‘ L_/ V VOLUME ONE

before landing a major book deal.
This month is a little different as we meet B T B s
a new illustrator whose 20s-style graphic :
novel/comic strip became an internct
serial, gaining enough popular support to
win its creator, Garen Ewing, a deal with
Egmont, who issued the first instalment
Rainbow Orchid in
2009. This is
the first in a
three-part
adventure
starring

“‘ N1 u s
‘i\ Chancer, the
: adventurous and
determined assistant to Sir
Alfred Caresby-Grey, founder and
chief expert at the Ancient & Historical
Research Agency. It's a throwback to the
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great age of comic albums and boys’ own
adventure novels of the late Vicrorian era
and early 20th century.

Garen drew the first three pages in 1997
but didn't touch it again until 2002, when
it was eventually serialised in an
independent comic called BAM! In 2003
he collected the first 35 pages or so and
self-published them as a single black-
and-white volume (the last of which

sold a few years ago on eBay NN, = - o ' /

for £79). Not wanrting to X y B

reprint, Garen decided to take — N : f ;‘
the strip online, where he L N - GAREN EWING

continued the serialisation over the
next couple of years. It built up a
healthy following and started to attract
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