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R has been a school sports
partnership development
manager in the South East
for seven years.
What impact are spending cuts
having in your area?
The School Sports Partnership
(SSP) team is being wiped out,
with five people losing their jobs.
How are they affecting you?
I believe I’ll be losing my job –
although my employer hasn’t
officially informed me of this yet.
What sorts of services
are affected?
We support schools with
their PE and school sport. We
organise competitions, staff
training, after-school activities,
sports leaders’ courses,
volunteer placements and
specialist instructors for cycling
and swimming. We also offer
advice and guidance on PE. All
of this will go.
What impact will this have on
local teachers and schools?
Teachers will feel isolated and
demotivated, and will be overburdened. They simply won’t
have the support or resources to
set up the same number of clubs
and competitions.
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I am saddened that my sixyear-old daughter will probably
never have the chance to take
part in a Key Step gymnastics
competition again, as teachers
won’t have the time, equipment
or personnel needed.
What kinds of pupils and families
will suffer?
All will suffer. My understanding
was that SSPs were introduced
to increase children’s physical
activity, which would, down
the line, reduce the NHS bill.
The SSPs have been a huge
success at primary level, but
need more resources – not less
– to have a greater impact in
secondary schools.
SSPs work across areas such as
health, crime-reduction, inclusion
and citizenship as well as sport –
they’re worth every penny.
What’s your message to
the Government?
Forget the politics – start
listening to people who know
what’s going on in our schools.
Do what’s right for our children.
NB Vigorous campaigning has
forced the Government into a
partial U-turn on school sports
funding – see page 5.

J, a teacher for 34 years,
has been manager of a
school excellence cluster
in the Home Counties
since 2004.

strong multi-agency links,
through which we provide
appropriate support for
young people, their families
and our target schools.

What impact are spending
cuts having in your area?

FEST works mainly with
children aged five to 11.
We’ve also developed
programmes to support
pupils and their families,
including psychotherapy
for parents, peer
mentoring and promoting
wellbeing in schools.

A team of 12 who support
schools are being made
redundant, and there is no
more funding to support
vulnerable pupils and parents.
How are they affecting you?
I’m losing my job. It’s also
a challenge as a manager
having to support colleagues
being made redundant.
What sorts of services are
affected?
We’re losing the Family and
Education Support Team
(FEST), which promotes
emotional wellbeing, mental
health and positive behaviour
at our 24 partnership schools.
Team members work to
improve school attendance,
while identifying and
supporting those with, or at
risk of developing, emotional,
social and behavioural
problems. We’ve established

What impact will this have on
local teachers and schools?
There will be less support
for vulnerable children
and families.
What kinds of pupils and
families will suffer?
Children and families in
deprived areas will be
particularly hard hit.
What’s your message to
the Government?
I have a wife and daughter
to support. George Osborne
says “we are all in it
together”, but I don’t think
he will be suffering.

The NUT is opposed to all cuts to education services,
and will be working with other unions to provide the
strongest campaign in defence of central services. Find
out more at www.teachers.org.uk/notocuts. If you’re
affected by cuts, email your story to teacher@nut.org.uk.

Paul Doyle/Photofusion
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Y has been Head of a
Traveller Education Service
in London for 11 years, and
a teacher for 27 years.
What impact are spending
cuts having in your area?
My one part-time teacher and
I have been told we will have
to go on the Hay scale, rather
than being paid as teachers,
and schools will have to pay
for our services (at present
we don’t charge). I can’t see
schools being willing to pay
for our service for the tiny
minority of Traveller pupils,
especially as we will no longer
be allowed to offer teaching.
Some of our outreach work
and work with fairgrounds
and circuses will continue
and won’t be required to
make an income, but for at
least half our work we need
to generate income to cover
at least half our salary. If we
cannot get this money, our
salaries may be reduced or
our posts cut.
How are they affecting you?
I’m only five years from
retirement. Being forced to
go on the Hay scale I will lose
my holidays and will not be
able to pay into the Teachers’
Pension Scheme for the
remainder of my career – a
huge worry.
It’s stressful not knowing
if any schools will buy my
services, or what will happen
if they don’t. Also, I’ll miss the
teaching as it’s what I enjoy
most, and where I feel I do
most good.

Title bar
Education
cuts

Government spending cuts are forcing local councils
to shed staff and slash services. The impact on NUT
members in council-run education services – and on the
children, families, schools and communities they support –
will be devastating. Here, four teachers explain why.

What sorts of services
are affected?
Our service, the Ethnic
Minority Advisory Service and
the TES (which works with
statemented children) will all
be cut severely.
What impact will this have on
local teachers and schools?
Schools will have to make
choices about which services
they will fund. If they don’t
feel they can afford a service,
they will lose that support.
What kinds of pupils and
families will suffer?
At present we give teaching
support to 40 pupils who have
low literacy. We see these
children progressing weekly,
enjoying and benefiting from
this help. Also, we provide
an opportunity to them and
to schools for the Traveller
culture to be understood
and celebrated. I fear this will
cease and they will become
even more vulnerable and
marginalised.
What’s your message to
the Government?
Your cuts will affect adversely
some of the most vulnerable
children in our schools.
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
pupils are nationally the
most underachieving and
marginalised. The good
work that Traveller education
services have done with
these communities is being
threatened, and valuable
expertise and experience will
be lost.

Early years teacher K has
been working in a Sure
Start children’s centre in the
South West for seven years.
What impact are spending cuts
having in your area?
Nationally there is no longer
any requirement to have a
qualified teacher or early
years professional in children’s
centres in deprived areas. The
Government has also scrapped
the requirement for year-round,
extended childcare in the most
deprived areas.
A new Early Intervention
Grant was announced in the
spending review, but many
think this won’t be enough to
safeguard existing intervention
and prevention work in areas
such as alcohol and drug
misuse, teen pregnancy and
domestic violence.
Locally, our local authority
(LA) is restructuring and many
positions are at risk.
How are they affecting you?
It’s stressful not knowing what
the changes are and how they
are going to impact on the
services we provide.
What sorts of services
are affected?
We’re still waiting to
hear the outcomes of the
council meeting.
What impact will cuts have on
local teachers and schools?
Since 2003, when the Sure
Start Local programme
was established, children’s
Foundation Stage Profile (FSP)

scores have consistently risen.
Last year all our children left the
Foundation Stage with scores
equal to or above the county’s
average in all areas but three.
If services decline, children will
return to entering school well
below the expected norm.
Behaviour will deteriorate, as
will the wellbeing of children
and their families.
What kinds of pupils and
families will suffer?
Our work benefits not just
children, but also their families.
For example, we ran a project
for parents, linking their
children’s education at the
centre to their experiences at
home. Some of the participants
had no qualifications, no job
and no confidence. The project
led to them becoming involved
in a variety of activities, from
literacy and numeracy courses,
to addressing meetings and
conferences, to starting new
jobs and training.
What’s your message to
the Government?
In recent years provision for
our youngest children and their
families has been transformed.
We are now seeing the benefits
in rising FSP scores
and improved wellbeing.
Why would you want to
destroy this progress? In
the long run it will not save
money but will be a cost to
the public purse. Children
will no longer be ready for
school, domestic violence will
increase, and more children
will be harmed and even die.

Show your opposition to damaging education cuts.
Join the anti-cuts demo in central London on Saturday
26 March. More details at www.tuc.org.uk.
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